
© 2010 McKeany-Flavell Company, Inc.  All rights reserved. For internal distribution only.	 Page 1

The Mexican Sugar Industry 

Since the inception of  NAFTA, Mexico has become an increasingly important source of  
sugar imports for U.S. food and beverage manufacturers. We examine the Mexican sugar 
industry to provide an understanding of  its structure. With Mexico sharing a long border with 
the U.S., and with several Mexican shipping ports in close proximity to U.S. ports, it makes 
sense for U.S. companies to give serious consideration to how Mexican sugar may fit into 
their needs, especially those companies with access to rail.

The Mexican sugar industry is becoming more efficient, and many government-owned mills 
are being returned to private ownership. Several Mexican grupos (mill owners) are adding or 
improving refining capability in order to trade with the United States. We discuss the current 
state of  the Mexican sugar industry and identify each of  the major producers and their 
specific production capabilities.
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